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ORR Projeot No. "Bloo Agriculture Failurest

1. Goneral.

Erequastod vy ]outlimd bolow

failures in agrisulture. The fallures inalude those due to natural causes as vell

@re examples of Communist admissions of

level, national, provinsisl, and losal, ,“Q';‘shovn. believes that information
from the local level is oftentimes ROFe 3gourate than that from the natiocnal lsvel

since observations vbich can be easily 1

1a: by the local populace aot as a oheok on

statements by looal administrators. O: "o national level, severity of difficulties can

be minimdzed or camonflaged. Indiroot;: sion of failure should also be considered".ﬁ
For exﬁ:mple, results reported cne year'wey be extremely favoruble whon compared bo the
previ;us Yyear. Sometimes no direot adm salon of ab.o:-;taaau is made, but the situstion
is explained by maying that the atvxpply‘ia not oqual to the inoreased damand brought

about by a rise in living standards umiuv the Communis ruls.

_‘ Exavples are presented by eagh irea of the Bloo. It will be noted that ths

primary sourcez of most of the data um are Bloo publications, nswspapers and mgazinea,
vhich are unclassified, and radio btraadiagts, which are also unclassified, or cocasionally,
for official use only.

2. USSR,

3. (¥aticnal level)  Dagree by G L Gomattbes CPSU, "Gn Magsures to Further

\
FBXB”_M',; U88R, 1L Septembex,;:j:‘:

CIA HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM
RELEASE AS SANITIZED
1999

the Development of Soviet Agriciltura,

1953, Bestricted.
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Numerous citations of failures in Soviet agriculturs are givep in this decres,

\

covering variocus s»octora in the agricultursal econauy such as livestook indus try,
potato and vegutable groving and so on,

“The development of 8tockbreeding {8 in a particularly unfortunate way... ‘The
num);or of cows in the country up to the present time hass not reached the prewsr level
by 3.5 mi1lion head, and coapared with .1928 has decreased by 8.9 million head...
Productivity of cattle is low, losses t_;;;;-oattlo Plague are great... The fodder base
for stock breeding in collective farns is éoor]y deveioped; there i3 1ittle good hay,
8ilage, foof: fodder, and potatoes. Shaltnr faoilitles for cattle are unsatisfaotory.

"The serious lag in produstion of potatoaa and vegetables 13 a graat drawﬁack

™
in development of agrioul ture, |

"gm many state farms the harveat ot oropa und the productivity of livestoock are

low. Bad management is tolerataed, thoro 15 heavy unproductive axpenditure and over-
N _
expenditure of money and materials, andf é%oduouon coBts are very high.

HO0wing to untimsly and poor tending or grain, oil-bearing, collestive und gtate
firms lese a great deal of agricultural production, *

b, (National level) Khruahhhov'; npox-t at the plenary sessicn of éu Central
Comnittee of the CPSU, "on the further hw.reue in the prodaction of grain in the country
and on the reclamation of virgin and MJ.. land.® FBiS Daily, USSR, 22 March 1954,
Cffisial Use Only.

“Flax cultivation 15 in an intoloxg,blo state of affairs. Ihe. area under flax

cultivation on collective furms has slu;

and particularly the marketable yield nax fiber and seeds, oenpinup to remain

excsedingly low. The material inoqnu\féi.{or flax seeds have proved to be ineffoctive.

#The coat of state furm production u 8till very high.%
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6. (National lovel) Decres of Central Committee of CPSU, "on Results of Spring
Sowing, Tending of Crops, Harvest Preparations und on Ensuring Fulfillment of the
Plan of Agricultural Produce Procurements in 195&.1’ Current Digest of tho Soviet
Press, 11 August 1951, Unclassified,

UThe struggle sgainst agrioultural erop pests and diseases 18 organized exXtremely
unsatisfactorily, as a sonsequence of whioh the spread of agricultural orop pests and
diseases has iﬁcrenaad during recent yem in a number of areas. One of the basio

reasms for such a situation is the completoly insdequate supplying of agriculture

with insecticides,®

d. Khrushohev's report at Plenum of Central Committee OPSU, ¥BIS Daily,

USSR, 7 February 1955,
(National level) "as u result o;‘j;'jp.x:ot.mowd grain harvesting period up to 1/4
of th'c-a harvest on oolleotive and nutn‘;:g;m is boing lost. In some cuses these
losses amount to even more than 25 pox'panfo.“
(Oblast level) “In Krasnodar Kru (}d.th favorable conditions for livestock
treading) the produstivity of cows is estooptionally lov und amounted, last year, t.o.

1,290 kilograms against 1,530‘ kilograma in 1940 and 1,LL2 kilograms of wilk in 1953,

The 1954 plan for milk procurement andvpurohua 'ua fulfilled only by 74 percent.

"In Kostroaa Oblast the number oz".cbm increased by 20 percent in comparison with
349 but the production of nilk dﬂONa;!;Qd by 10 percent.”

(Lcoal 1svel) "Oollective farms ;;:-8hkiryatovaky raion in Tuls Oblast regeive
from one egg-laying hen & to 16 oggs pey iear on the averago. In the raion as a
whols 340 eggs are being produced fion each 100 heotares, in other words 3 agys per

Pestare.  Each eyyg here 1s not an .ardiahry, but & golden one,"
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(Natdona) lavel) "Last year stato farms failed to fulfill their phn for an

inorgase in number and produobivitj of cattle and sheep. Milk yields per cow have

Plan. The increase in waight of rattaned pigs and wool alippings per shesp have
®ven decreased in collectiye farms in many oblasts us Sompared with 1953,

3. China.

8. (National level) Report oq the WPk of the government mads by Chou En-lai,

Premier'of the Pacple's Republic of Caina; st the Septomber 23 meating of the first

session of the Firet National Paoplets 28, Source: . FBIB Daily, Par East,
28 Septamber 195k, Offioial Use Only,
8cattered through this rathep lanzthy ‘8psech are roferences 4o difficulties being

sncountered in agriculture, with the n.ooda in the Yangtue and Hugi River basing being

blamed ror non~fulfillment of azricultuml:'productioa plana. sgricultural production

F

16 adulttod to bo “backward,” end "becaiwe the screage under cultivation is still not

large enough, [the/ pessants si1) live &t & rathor low level,
b. National lsvel) Chen Yun's uqﬁé&nt at the Ssptember 23 meeting. of ths Firat

8osslen of the Pirst Nationa) Peoplets )

983, Source! FBIS Daily, Par Easy,

28 Sept;mber 195k, Official Use Only.
This statement on the coasumey gooda poaition algo refers to the recent floods,

and states that the "supply cannot noat'hbo demand for daily commodities and consumer

goody,* After several comparisons of pmmt ocutput of various Qgriaulbural comaodi ties

with pre<World War IT output, Chen Yun mdiraow admits that shortagos exist by saying

that, it 4s axiomatic that the reason glyv_lupply and demand failad to balancs i3 not

because of any reduction in supply, &uﬂ bocnuse the demand inoreaged atill faster then

the aupply Heavy exports of grain, mat',' and oil-bearing orops are defended as




' UREE
nocessary for iudustrislisation, and it is admittod that ¥ths ratdoning of flour,.....’
and ocdible ofl i8 not supported by all m pecple.”

¢, (Ustional level) Sources oo

®Dsn Min Dih Pac editorial January 15 on spring plowing

gaid peagant preoducticn wmorale 'not gory steady,! misgivings on part of peazents must

be diﬁpallad. Autunn plowing, oollecuj; of fortiliser not well done. In calanmity

and o%¥ier aress, working catile slaughtered. Fall planting of wheat and rapeseed

delayed by late summer orop harvests.® Unolassified.

Officlsl Use Onlys Comments Sprinfiplanting ccuments most pessimisilo since
CRICOX rogims eatabliahad. Rogional pa'p@:;; state scme peasants ontering agricultural
produsexr cooperatives prefer sell uttiﬁﬁﬁstaad of investing them in co-op.....

. d. (Provinoisl level) Source: St

 Hoview of Hong Kong Chinose Press, 2L Marok

1954, U. “Zdible 011 Shortags in Canton (Kung Shang Jih Pao, pro-iationalist, Maroh

24, 1954), Dispatch Tron DiHtbn, The Ohinese Communists have be¥Hvdapulaorily buying

up tbe'pemmt orops in Kwangtung for expert to Busaia for some time. 48 a result, thers

is an acute shortage of peanut oil, vhiohis ‘the principal form of edidble il in Ku;:;:n.ung. E
Article goas on to state that ahipmnt;gﬁﬁcm othar areas wvore too small to most raquire-
rents, The raticn of peanut oil has, w:oro, been further reduced in all parts of
Kwangtung sxeept Centon, whers tha Ca.mumiata want to put up a falge front for the

benefit of overscas Chinsse in Hong Koﬁ“ﬁ:m"ﬁagao'

8. (Losal lavel) Sourdes State m\a of Hong Kong Gninese Press, 25 Fabrua:g?i?Sh,

Undlessifisd. "Femina imslopth: Kvangblng)(Haing Teo Jih Pao, proavAtfonalist, February 25,

155L). (Dispateh from Bhiukwan) - Thesd:sre serioys signs of famine in several haien

in northern Xwangtung, moluding Xukonc, Y¥ingbak, Yungyun, Ohingyan, and Yanfa. It is

entzsted that at least 40,000 peasants in Kuking, Yingtak, Yungyun, and Chingyun are




"living én subsidiary food or on wild plants. Hundreds of vham have died of starvation

or food poisening. This faot was adwit d recontly in the Communist 'North Kwangtung

Nung Min Pao! (Poasants! Jourrnal). " ‘Ihoj”p"n’ﬁer said that in Docember last your, about
900 poasants died of dysentery or maluria J.n some northern Kwangtung areas as a rosult
of feeding on a diet of wild vegetation.®

£, (Mational level) Sourca:

®Dacember 10 Jen X: ih Pao in commenting an 1954 Phina grain

poercent of 1953.....%

Camxent: Tis is first indication

g (Local level) Sourcet

ils;:oot—pouto orops floodod--Poipi

]

rain and snow, sweet-potato crops in s "

the Hsu-ch'ang, Hein-yang, Nun-yang, and Shang-ch'iu special adninistrative districts
of ﬁ@, 75,150 plants have been floodad and 7,457 broken.® Report goos on to montdon |
damage in cther areas.

h. (Nutional level) Source:

“ﬁihist.xy of Food Urges Wages Pro '_ on of Urain--Peiping, Jen-min Jih-pao, L

January 1958, The Ministry of Food hasiidasued a diroctive to grain departaents oo all

1x\?aiy"qm.ng the redusticn of modstur &ant and the extvermination of hormful Lnseo;_,b:

in st.pi'ed grains.? Xantion is also uad ‘uhav ghortage of granaries and warehouses,

the lack of warchouses, the lack of «xparidnce in the storing of grain, and it is

sated that during 155k, in some arass, Rew grain infeated with inssobs.wos put into

grazardsg, often resulting in severa 'dagia:'ugvg‘tq:old grain.¥ Extrems vigilance s to




be excarised “againat the possibilities of enewy elements sabotaging granaries and
burning grain."

1. (Provinoinl level) S8ource:

041 production to be imreued in Ohald.anz-ﬁonbsin, Ta Xung Pao, 27 August 195&.
The oil-»procasaiag Lndultry [diblo oil]in still unable to koep up with the grouwing

damnd resulting Lrom the ru!.ng nnndudfof living anong the people."

. Jo (National level) Source:

, _ - .
“Naticnal Stute Furms Conferense~-Paiping, Jon-min Jih=pso, L January 1955,

review of the achievements.of the mta 4rms, with the admisaion that "there is still

nuch disparity in results on the vari Larus, and numercus wosknesges in mansgenant

and production nothods,

k. (Local level) 8ource;

RKigngay Hog-Purchuing Station 8a W Record-c-l‘iantsm, fa XKung Pao, 21 August

1754.¥ Artiole praises tb.a ehuné-unv -purchasing staticn in hmsu for care in
bn:uiié.;:g- animsls it buys,

Tis recerd i3 md to “the doplovable situation with Naﬁeot to the health or
nogaﬁmng on the market in Gantan, the £iret 6 nonths of 1584, 1311 percen}f.:
of the hoga slaughtared by the Mun:bcip” o& Froduats Cozpany w;ro .u‘nfit. for sals
as rocd. Ei‘qn 1 to 16 J\mc,‘ an u,'._era <23.2 paroa#t wx;o unrit :or food, "and on "

2 June:;:,tho pumber reashed 42 percent.

north 'i;lnughtarhouse are diseaped and ‘ 0 all the hogs are diseased,

L. éuropean Satellitaes,

(¥atdonal lovel) Bourcey . Du:liy, Eastern Dureps, 8 March 194,

Unciassifisd.




“On account of unfavorable weather in the autumn and winter, the autumn-soun orops

have suffered much damage. r“oruover, acme of crops sown last sutumn were put in the
soil aftar unsuitable primury orops." (Hungary)

b, (National level) B8ource: ¥BIS Daily, Bastern Europe, 1 Septsmber 195L,
0fficial Use Only. “me yield of wheat and rye is not, howsver, satisfactory: It is
no higher than the average for meny yeax;é’." (Bungary)

0. (National lovel) ResaXtion of the Central Committee of the Hungarian Workers
Part,y; Sources . ¥BIS Daily, Bastern Burope, 26 October 195k, Unolussified,

sevaru].. raferences to agx-iculturo,:.l.;}pluding the followings PAgrioultural
production faile to live up to requirements. Particularly backward is tho situstion zs
rega.rd; the orop yislds of bread gra:l.nsand the development of the breeding of horned

cattle.¥

F

a. A(Natiorwl level) Comment by Stabud Nep on the Heport of the Central smtiauoul
0ffice of Hunvary on fulfillment of the195u National Economic Plan. Source: ¥BIS
Daily, Eastern Europe, 31 ifanuary 1955;-. Unglassifiad.

The editorial notes that ®the ool.lggpt‘;ion of agricultural produce is not proceeding
satisfactorily, and thut thers is o c@;&raue slackness in disgiPiine in connsction
with daliveries. Agriculturé did not m.uu the producs-collection plan complutsly;
thore was a lag in the fulfillment of ‘Rxe _wino-collec{ign plan, too.” The editorisl

5

adds that “the latest figures for January

q;hw that daliveries of pig quotas are also
proceeding 8lowly.e..”

e. (National level) Address by Zenon Mouak, belfore tho Second Plenum or the PZPR
Contral Committes at the July 2-3, 195&: mung in Warsaw. 8ource: State, Warsaw

Cispatoh #13, 9 July 1954, Unclassified.




“Mowak soundly criticized ﬁ"olisl_\] Party orgais for their failure to assum the

guldance and control of the problem of inereasing farn output and for having permittad
the farmers to Fail vo fulfill their livestook and milk delivery plans during the first
8ix monthy of this year. le also criticiged the 8tave machine stations for their failure
to cooperate fully with the State and callective farms and the machinery and chemical
j;ndus;t.riaa for their failure to provide sufficient 8supplies an’d waintain sutricient
distribution of fertilizars and farm machinery,®

f. (Matiensd level) Exuwracts frog .upoech by Polish Frime Hinister, Bierut to the
Sscond Conéx:ess of the PZFR on March 10, 1954, The Sppoch deala largely with progresgs
(or lack of it) under the 8ix Year Plan. Source; State, Warsaw Dispatoh #32l, 16 Maron

195k, Unclassified.

Criticiem of a;rioulture inoludes the following statement: ‘Wheress in the pericd

1950~§3 Wustrinl production ingreased by‘lla éeroent; the ayrioculturd production
N

irncreased by only 1¢ percent. the comparison botween those figures proves the oxcessive
lagging bohind of sgriculture, and also that the discrepanocy between the development of
industry and agricalturd has assumed g serious character, breaking down tho i‘urthexj
cevelopment of t{xe national economy. The development of agricultural production not
only ?ailed to fulfill the tasks of the Six Year Plan but the last four years displ;yed
numerous faults and ahortcominga."

g (National levsel) Summary of Ispuoh delivered by Premier Sivoky at ths recent
meeting of the Contral Committue of the Og;ehoalovak Communist Party. Sourcer ¥BIS
Daily, Bastern Burope, 15 February 1955, Unclassifged.

This spaech' is primarily soncerned with a review or the pregent situation and plans

for future development of Crachoslovak agrioul ture. Problems regarding animal husbandry
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are roferred to as “serious," und it is stated thut provious solutions to thess problems

have besn unsatisfectory. Mechanisation 1s proposed aus Mthe essonﬁial noans of
eliminating the lagging of animal production.” Attention must be given to fodder arop
productdon,

h. (National level) Speech by ‘remier Sivoky at the Cszechoslovak Communist Party
Congresu. Sources ¥BIS Daily, Kastarn Europe, 15 June 19Sh, Umluai_fiec.i.

'Sub'ntantial" increases in ux.;ricxi'l;t._n%al produstion are called for. Shortages of
meat are admitted. The number of awm;:: nnd shoep has inoreased, but beef and dairy
cattle have decrsased%as s result of tha shrinkage of the sizo of hards kept in the

boxdar regions.¥ The output of wmilk hpa ‘gone down. Other difficulties are mentionsd,

1. (Local lovel) Source: CIA,

Runanian publicutdon, $Steagul Rosu (Bucharest), 26 November 155k, oriticizes a

livestook breeding station and state

)

Jo (Mational lovel) Source:

which negleot proper cure of livestook.

Palish publication, Irybuna Ludu ;('iig_ruu), 3 January 1955, notas that “reports
frou all wojewodstwos /provinces/ :Lndic:ét'fi that not all compulsory deliveriss of Livesto

vere completed ty 1 Januery 1955.°




